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Donkey, camera,

and auld lang syne
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The following pictures are about my long-duration performance work called The Salt, the il the
Milk. They tell about how the things we trade between each other, often called commaodities,
produce meaning. The first picture - of a promolional pester on a sireet in Sao Paulo - is followed

by a group of pictures of a live performance, which is [ollowed by ;

group ol drawings about animals
and advanced industnalism. The pedormance took place at the Oculus Pavilion in Toronto, The
performance involved four goats, three goat farmers, a litre of goat’s milk, three Georgian chanters,
a new song about the largest corporations in the world, two donkeys who carned salt, two donkey
keepers, a brass band. a beekeeper, many bees. a jar of honey, a masier of ceremonies, a producer,
many anists anid ohservers, ani several Kilograms of zali. Al the end of the iay 1 mixed milk, hmlr.}

and salt together. This was called “The Mixing of the Milk and Honey and Salt™,

This salt, the several kilograms of salt that the two donkeys carmed, came from the Windsor Salt
Company which operates salt mines located at a large deposit under Detroit, Michigan and Windsor,
Omntario. This sall was unloaded at a modem concrete building, whose floating rool has a big hole

in the middle. known as the Oculus Pavilion. The Oculus Pavilion is located on the banks of the
Humber River on the traditional Lands of the Anishinaabe, ill-.'llld.illg the :\li.-'--ii.hn:lllg;lh of the Credit,
Haudenosaunee, and Huron-Wendat. This part of the Humber River is traditionally known as the
Toronto Carrving-Place and has been an important trading area for about 11,000 vears. The brass
hand |II¢|_\ il songs about love and lears while the Georgian Chanters sang aboul industry, chickens
and bees,

The reader will not be surprised to leamn that people have been trving to figure out what our things
mean, how trading them creates tension, and why their value keeps changing for a long, long time.

I ;m nol the first 1o suggest that how we value aml understamd things, whether trees, honey bees, or
microwave ovens, is led intimately 1o knowledge, technology and mythology. Some of my pictures
are documents of events that have already occurred while others should be considered pre-documents
because they are about evenis that have not yet occurred. My small contribution builds on the work of
many people including fishers, farmers, wanderers, anthropologists, economisis, and of course artists.

Bill Bumis
Vancouver, February 2022
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Bill Burns was raised in 2 book selling family
in Saskatchewan where he learmed about art

and books from monks and poets. His projects
aboul nalure and advanced industrialism have
been shown and published widely including at
the Institule of Contemporary Arts, London; KW
instilute for Contemporary A, Berlin; Mendes
Wood DM, Sao Paulo; the Museum of Modem
Ari, New York; the Museum of Arl, Seoul; and the
Stedelijk Museum, Amsterdam.

His arlisis’ books and audio works include Bird
Radio, Verlag der Buchhandiung Walther Koenig
and KW Berlin and Cologne: 2011; The Flora and
Fauna Information Service, ICA London: 2008;
Hans Ulrich Obrist Hear Us, YYZ BOOKS and Black
Dog Publishing. Toronto and London: 2016; and
the Power 100 Meta List, Vierlag Mark Prezinger,
Vienna: 2018. His edilions are included in
collections at Cabinet des Estampes, Geneva; Tate
Britain, London; the Museum of Modem Art, New
York; and the Getiy Cenfer, Los Angeles.

Bill believes (hat autoroutes should now be
ploughed under to make room for more wild birds,
flowers, vegetables and goats.

hitp2//billbumsprojects.com




